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C
Charles Johnson Obituary

harles Eugene Johnson III

Charles Eugene Johnson III, fondly known as "Gene," was welcomed into the kingdom of
Heaven on September 26, 2021. Born on November 6, 1948, in Baltimore, Maryland, he
was the son of the late Dorothy Ijams Johnson and Charles Eugene Johnson II, and the
brother of the late Edward "Ned" Johnson.

Gene grew up in Takoma Park, Maryland, and enjoyed playing golf and swimming at the
local country club. He graduated from High Point High School in 1966 and began his
career as a musician, playing in and around D.C. area nightclubs in the 1970's. He loved
to sing and had a beautiful voice. The highlight of his career was when his band, Tractor,
opened for Joe Cocker at the Philadelphia Coliseum in 1979. It was his pleasure to teach
his children to sing harmony and melody. Later in life, Gene's love of music transitioned
into performances with the Fauquier Community Theater and singing in local church
choirs.

Gene is survived by his children, Alex Johnson (Amanda) and Libbi Moore (Patrick), and
his grandchildren Calvin, Ellie, Amelia, Paisley, Laila, and Evelyn.

Always a lover of nature and farm life, Gene bought a small farm in Catlett in 1976 where
he owned and bred horses, made hay, adopted cats and dogs, and taught his children to
care for animals and the land around them. A family favorite pastime was trail riding
through the woods and neighboring farms. Prior to owning a farm and raising a family,
Gene lived and worked on a horse farm that later was acquired by the National Park
Service and became the Manassas National Battlefield Park.

In addition to his love for music and animals, Gene loved history and was a published
author in the North South Trader Magazine and a collector of Civil War relics. He was
extremely well-read, particularly in history and religion, and spent a lot of time visiting
various historical sites with his children. When he wasn't in Catlett enjoying a simple,
organic life, he could be found in Fenwick Island, Delaware, where he spent his summers



as a child and continued the tradition with his own children.

Throughout his adult life, Gene could be found playing softball on the Catlett Fireman's
team, coaching t-ball, leading boy scouts, and was an avid supporter of the Brandy
Station Foundation.

In his later years, with loving support from his son and daughter, Gene battled an
aggressive form of dementia called Lewy Body Dementia.

He is greatly missed and will continue to be treasured for the life he lived and the
multitude of people he inspired.

Memorial services will be 2 p.m. on Saturday, October 9, 2021, at Nokesville Church of
the Brethren, 13002 Fitzwater Dr, Nokesville, VA 20181. Masks are required.

Memorial gifts may be made to the Brandy Station Foundation.

To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy Store.

Published by Orange County Review on Oct. 7, 2021.
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Not sure what to say?

It is with sadness that we have just been informed of Gene´s passing...
Gene was a dear friend of ours beginning as lead singer with the band
"Tractor" and continuing in many other Rock and Roll Bands, his voice
was incredible. He also was used many times in the studio for his
singing abilities on recording sessions by other bands. When not
singing his ability around horses was outstanding. He was an
equestrian and had knowledge about different horse personalities,
learning styles, and horse gestures. He would often take a group of
friends on horses throughout the trails in the Manassas National
Battlefield Park, such memories remain in our hearts.

May Peace be with his family, Lynne and Tom

See More

I was the bass player in Tractor, and we survivors have fond memories
of Gene's talent, playing at My Mother's Place, The Keg, and many
one-nighters & memorable concerts there.
Sometimes Memory Lane is the only road home.
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Submit Your Message
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How to support Charles's loved ones

Honor a beloved veteran with a special tribute of ‘Taps’
at the National WWI Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Read more

Attending a Funeral: What to Know

Read more

Should I Send Sympathy Flowers?

Read more

What Should I Write in a Sympathy Card?

Read more

https://www.legacy.com/news/sponsored-content/https-www-legacy-com-news-sponsored-content-honor-a-beloved-veteran-with-a-speical-tribute-of-taps-at-the-national-wwi-memorial-in-washingotn-d-c/
https://www.legacy.com/news/sponsored-content/https-www-legacy-com-news-sponsored-content-honor-a-beloved-veteran-with-a-speical-tribute-of-taps-at-the-national-wwi-memorial-in-washingotn-d-c/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/funeral-etiquette/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/funeral-etiquette/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/sympathy-flower-sending-etiquette/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/sympathy-flower-sending-etiquette/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/funeral-flower-messages-what-to-say-in-a-sympathy-card/
https://www.legacy.com/advice/funeral-flower-messages-what-to-say-in-a-sympathy-card/
https://www.legacy.com/tag/offer-sympathy-and-support/


View All

Resources to help you cope with loss

Finding Connection After Loss: Exploring Family Roots with DNA Kits

The loss of a loved one is a life-altering event, leaving many searching for ways to process

their grief and honor the memory of the person they&#8217;ve lost. In recent&hellip;

Read more

How to Write an Obituary

Need help writing an obituary? Here's a step-by-step guide...

Read more
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Estate Settlement Guide

If you’re in charge of handling the affairs for a recently deceased loved one, this guide offers

a helpful checklist.

Read more

Obituaries, grief & privacy: Legacy’s news editor on NPR podcast

Legacy's Linnea Crowther discusses how families talk about causes of death in the obituaries

they write.

Read more
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Ways to honor Charles Johnson's life and legacy

Obituary Examples

Read more

How to Write an Obituary

Read more

Obituary Templates – Customizable Examples and
Samples

Read more

How Do I Write a Eulogy?

Read more
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Recent deaths in the news

Dr. Kelly Powers (1979–2024), Fox News regular

Read more

Art Cashin (1941–2024), New York Stock Exchange veteran

Read more

Scott L. Schwartz (1959–2024), Ocean’s Eleven actor and wrestler

Read more

Israel Vázquez (1977–2024), three-time world champion boxer

Read more
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More ways to support the family

Show your sympathy by sending flowers.

Send Your Arrangement

Visit the Sympathy Shop
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Plant a tree in memory of Charles.

Choose Your Tree

Dedicate a star in Charles's name.

Name a Star

Donate to charity in honor of Charles.

Make a Donation
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